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What with his barons and his brother,
Who, scornful of the queen, his mother,
Would do nothing save his own will.
Matters had gone so very ill
And taken such evil countenance
Through envoys of the king of France,
Who urged his brother to betray
Him and forsake the righteous way                                      9,450
And make the French king his ally.
The clerk made bold to testify
That if he made not swift return
To his own land, it would be torn
From those to whom he did commit
The power to rule over it.
When he returned 'twas so. The ill
That then arose endureth still,
As doth appear in Normandy,
Laid waste and brought to poverty.                                       9,460
When the king heard these words, which were
Not good or welcome to his ear,
He was grieved, downcast, lost in thought,
Saying to himself: "If thou dost not
Return, thou hast lost thy domain."
Now is his spirit racked with pain.
Until, deciding, with firm heart
He said that he must needs depart.
When the good folk learned this result,
Know ye that they did not exult.                                           9,470
Some folk within the army heard
The tidings $ others knew no word
Thereof. One said: "The king will go."
Another answered: "Nay, not so."
His enemies would have him leave,
Whereas his friends could only grieve,
For much his honor would be stained
If he departed from the land